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Tom Tower is probably one of the most familiar build¬ 
ings in Oxford. It forms the upper portion of the Great 
Gate to Christ Church, the main section of which was built 
bv Cardinal Wolsey, whose statue stands overthe entrance. 
The Bell Tower was added by Sir Christopher Wren in 
1682 and contains “ Great Tom,” the massive bell, weighing 
18,000 lbs., which rings the nightly curfew as a signal for 
the closing of all college gates. 
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